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THE CHARTER 

of the 

CITY OF SANTA MONICA 

We, the people of the City of Santa Monica, State of 
California, do ordain and establish this Charter as the 
organic law of said City under the Constitution of said 
State. 
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100 

• ARTICLE I-NAME OF CITY 

100. Name. 
The municipal corporation now existing and known as 

the "CITY OF SANTA MONICA" shall remain and 
continue to exist a body politic and corporate, as at pres­
ent, in name, in fact and, in law. 
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ARTICLE II-BOUNDARIES 

200. Boundaries. 
The territory of the City shall be that contained within 

its present boundaries as now established, with the power 
and authority to change the same in the manner provided 
by law. 
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300 

ARTICLE ill-SUCCESSION 

300. Rights and liabilities. 
The City of Santa Monica, as successor in interest of 

the municipal corporation of the same name, heretofore 
created and existing, shall own, possess, control, and in 
every way succeed to and become the owner of rights 
and of property of every kind and nature by said existing 
municipal corporation owned, possessed or controlled and 
shall be subject to all the debts, obligations, liabilities and 
duties of said existing corporation. 

301. Ordinances continued in effect. 
All lawful ordinances, resolutions, rules and regula­

tions, or portions thereof, in force at the time this Charter 
takes effect, and not in conflict or inconsistent herewith, 
are hereby continued in force until the same shall have 
been duly repealed, amended, changed or superseded by 
proper authority. 

302. Rights of officers and employes preserved, 
Nothing in this Charter contained, except as specifical­

ly provided, shall affect or impair the civil service, pen­
sion and retirement rights or privileges of officers or 
employes of the City, or of any office, department or 
agency thereof, existing at the time this Charter takes 
effect. 

303. Continuance of present officers and 
employes. 

The present officers and employes shall, without 
interruption, continue to perform the duties of their re­
spective offices and employments for the compensation 
provided by the preceding Charter, of existing ordinances, 
resolutions, rules or laws, until the appointment and 
qualification of their successors under this Charter and 
subject to such removal and control as is herein provided. 

304. Continuance of contracts and public 
improvements. 

All contracts entered into by the City, or for its bene­
fit, prior to the taking effect of this Charter, shall contin­
ue in full force and effect. Public improvements for 
which proceedings have been instituted under laws or 
Charter provisions existing at the time this Charter takes 
effect, in the discretion of the City Council, may be 
carried to completion as nearly as practicable in accor­
dance with the provisions of such existing laws and 
Charter provisions or may be continued or perfected 
hereunder. 
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305. Pending actions and proceedings. 
No action or proceeding, civil or criminal, pending at 

the time when this Charter takes effect, brought by or 
against the City or any office, department or agency 
thereof, shall be affected or abated by the adoption of this 
Charter or by anything herein contained; but all such 
actions or proceedings may be continued notwithstanding 
that functions, powers and duties of any office, depart­
ment or agency party thereto, by or under this Charter, 
may be assigned or transferred to another office, depart­
ment or agency, but in that event, the same may be 
prosecuted or defended by the head of the office, depart­
ment or agency to which such functions, powers and 
duties have been assigned or transferred by or under this 
Charter. 

306. Effective date of Charter. 
For the purpose of nominating and electing members 

of the City Council and Board of Education, this Charter 
shall take effect from the time of its approval by the 
Legislature. For all other purposes it shall take effect on 
the Tuesday next succeeding the date of the election of 
the first City Council hereunder at eight (8:00) o'clock 
P.M. The members of the City Council and of the Board 
of Education in office at the time of the approval of this 
Charter by the Legislature, shall continue to hold office 
and to discharge the duties thereof until the election and 
qualification of their successors, respectively, under this 
Charter. 
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ARTICLE IV-POWERS OF CITY 

400. Powers of City. 
The City shall have the power to make and enforce all 

laws and regulations in respect to municipal affairs, sub­
ject only to such restrictions and limitations as may be 
provided in this Charter and in the Constitution of the 
State of California. It shall also have the power to exer­
cise any and all rights, powers and privileges heretofore 
or hereafter established, granted or prescribed by any law 
of the State, by this Charter, or by other lawful authority, 
or which a municipal corporation might or could exercise 
under the Constitution of the State of California. 

The enumeration in this Charter of any particular 
power shall not be held to be exclusive of or any limita­
tion upon, this general grant of power. 

401. Procedures. 
The City shall have the power and may act pursuant 

to procedure established by any law of the State, unless 
a different procedure is established by ordinance. 
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500 

ARTICLE V-FORM OF GOVERNMENT 

500. Form of government. 
The municipal government provided by this Charter 

shall be known as the "Council-Manager'' form of gov­
ernment. 
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Santa Monica Charter 606 

ARTICLE VI-THE CITY COUNCIL 

600. Number and term. 
The City Council shall consist of seven members elected 

from the City at large, at the times and in the manner in this 
Charter provided, and who shall serve for a te11n of four years. 

The term of all members shall commence on the first 
Tuesday following such election and each member shall serve 
until the member's successor is elected and qualified. Any ties 
in voting shall be settled by the casting oflots. 
(Amended at General Municipal Election, November 3, 1992; 
certified by Res. No. 8503CCS) 

Note: Res. 6872CCS, adopted 6/26/84, amends Charter Section 1400 
regarding election dates. 

601. Eligibility. 
No person shall be eligible to hold office as a member of 

the City Council unless he or she is a registered voter and 
otherwise qualified to vote for the office at the time that 
nomination papers are issued to him or her or at the time of his 
or her appointment to the office. 
(Amended at General Municipal Election, November 7, 2006; 
certified by Res. No. 10187CCS) 

Note: Residency requirement is 30 days based on Johnson vs, Hamilton, 
California Supreme Court1 October 27, 1975. 

602. Compensation. 
The members of the City Council shall receive no 

compensation for their services, except as provided for below: 
(a) The members of the City Council shall receive 

compensation in the amount of $750.00 each month. The 
Mayor shall receive compensation in the amount of$900.00 
per month; 

(b) Notwithstanding the amount provided for in paragraph 
(a) of this section, the compensation received by the members 
of the City Council and Mayor shall be automatically 
increased effective July 1 of each year, in an amount equal to 
the increase in the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for the twelve 
month period immediately preceding July I. As used in this 
section, the CPI shall be the index for All Urban Consumers 
for the Los Angeles, Long Beach, Anaheim Metropolitan Area 
(All items), provided by the United States Bureau of Labor 
Statistics or other cmnparabte index as may be developed to 
take its place; 

(c) The members of the City Council and Mayor shall 
receive medical 1 dental~ health, and other benefits of 
employment paid for by the City, provided these benefits are 
routinely and customarily available and paid for by the City to 
City miscellaneous employees. The members of the City 
Council and Mayor shall receive reimbursement and 
allowance for travel and for other expenses related to their 
fulfilling their official duties and the holding of public office 
upon the same terms and conditions applicable to City 
departmental directors. The sums received pursuant to this 
paragraph shall not be included for purposes of determining 
monthly compensation under paragraph (a) of this section. 

(Amended by Res. No. 1354CCS, adopted 12/14/54; amended 
at General Municipal Election, November 3, 1998) 

603. Vacancies. 
A vacancy in the City Council from whatever cause 

arising, shall be filled by appointment by the City Council, 
such appointee to hold office until the first Tuesday following 
the next general municipal election and until the appointee's 
successor is elected and qualified. At the next general 
municipal election following any vacancy, a Councilmember 
shall be elected to serve for the remainder of any unexpired 
term. 

If a member of the City Council is absent from all regular 
meetings of the City Council for a period of sixty days 
consecutively from and after the last regular City Council 
meeting attending by such member) unless by permission of 
the City Council expressed in its official minutes,. or is 
convicted of a crime involving moral turpitude, or ceases to be 
an elector of the City, the City Councilmember1s office shall 
become vacant and shall be so declared by the City Council. 

In the event the City Council shall fail to fill a vacancy by 
appointment within thirty days after such office shall have 
been declared vacant, it shall forthwith cause an election to be 
held to fill such vacancy. 
(Amended at General Municipal Election, November 3, 1992; 
certified by Res. No. 8503CCS) 

604. Presiding officer. Mayoi, 
(a) On the first Tuesday following any general or special 

municipal"election at whlch City Councilmembers are elected, 
the City Council shall meet and shall elect one of its members 
as its presiding officer, who shall have tbe title of Mayor. The 
Mayor shall have a voice and vote in all its proceedings. The 
Mayor shall be the official head of the City for all ceremonial 
purposes. The Mayor shall perform such other duties as may 
be prescribed by this Charter or as may be imposed by the 
City Council conslstent with the Mayor's office. The Mayor 
shall serve in such capacity at the pleasure of The City 
Council. 
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(b) Mayor Pro Tempore. The City Council shall also 
designate one of its members as Mayor Pro Tempore. The 
Mayor Pro Tempore shall perform the duties of the Mayor 
during the Mayor's absence or disability. 
(Amended at General Municipal Election, November 3, 1992; 
certified by Res. No. 8503CCS) 

605. Power vested in the City Council. 
All powers of the City shall be vested in the City Council, 

subject to the provisions of this Charter and to the 
Constitution of the State of Cal ifomia. 

606. Tax limits. 
Exclusive of special levies permitted by this Charter, the 

City Council shall not levy a property tax in excess of One 
($1.00) Dollar on each One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars of the 
assessed value of taxable property in the City for municipal 
purposes, unless authorized by the affirmative votes of two­
thirds of the electors voting on the proposition at any election 

(Santa Monka Supp. No. 53, 5-07) 
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CERTIFICATE 

WHEREAS, the City of Santa Monica, for years last 
past, has been and now is a city containing more than 
three thousand five hundred (3,500) inhabitants, as ascer­
tained by the last preceding census taken under the au­
thority of the Congress of the United States or of the 
Legislature of the State of California; and 

WHEREAS, on the 4th day of December, 1945, at a 
municipal election duly and regularly held on that day in 
that City under and in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 8 of Article XI of the Constitution of the State 
of California, the electors of said City did duly choose 
and elect 
BEN A BARNARD 
JEAN LESLIE CORNETT 
SAMUEL J. CRAWFORD 
JOHN W. FISHER 
MARKT. GATES 
MARTIN GOODFRIEND 
ELLET T. HARDING 
MARSHALL HICKSON 
CHARLES EDWIN HILLS 
LOUIS E. MAHONEY 
FLORINE S. MAULE 
HOWARD P. McCONNELL 
EARL NITTINGER 
MILAN E. RYAN 
VIVIAN I. WILKEN 
who are all electors of said City and eligible as candi­
dates under said section, a Board of fifteen (15) Free­
holders to prepare a Charter for the government of said 
City; and 

WHEREAS, the result of said election of Freeholders 
was duly declared by the legislative body of the City of 
Santa Monica on the 11th day of December, 1945, and 
said electors thereafter duly qualified as such Freeholders 
in accordance with law; 

BE IT KNOWN that in pursuance of the provisions of 
said Constitution and within the period of one year after 
the result of said election was so declared, the Board of 
Freeholders has prepared and does now propose the 
foregoing Charter as the Charter for the government of 
the City of Santa Monica; and 

BE IT FURTHER KNOWN that said Board of Free­
holders hereby requests said legislative body of the City 
of Santa Monica to cause the publication of said proposed 
Charter as provided in said Constitution and does hereby 
fix and designate Tuesday, the 5th day of November, 
1946, as the date for the election at which the proposed 
Charter shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the 
City of Santa Monica for their ratification and adoption; 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we, the duly elected, quali­
fied and undersigned Freeholders of the City of Santa 
Monica, County of Los Angeles, State of California, have 
hereunto set our hands at the City of Santa Monica, 
County of Los Angeles, State of California, this 15th day 
of August, 1946. 
SAMUEL J. CRAWFORD, Chairman 
JEAN LESLIE CORNETT, Secretary 
BEN A BARNARD 
JOHN W. FISHER 
MARKT. GATES 
MARTIN GOODFRIEND 
ELLET T. HARDING 
MARSHALL HICKSON 
CHARLES EDWIN HILLS 
LOUIS E. MAHONEY 
FLORENCE S. MAULE 
HOWARD P. McCONNELL 
EARL NITTINGER 
MILAN E. RYAN 
VIVIAN I. WILKEN 

Freeholders of the City of Santa Monica, County of 
Los Angeles, State of California. 

ATTEST:-----------­
JEAN LESLIE CORNETT, 
Secretary of the Board of Freeholders 
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