
 

 
 

  
  

      
      
         

   
    

  
   

  
       

    
     

       
       

          
  

  
     

     
  

 
     

       
         

     
    

        
 

        
       

  

 

       
      

    

  

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

   
 

City of 

Santa 
_...-.;__~ ~ =:::,,__,_~~ Summer 2023 ~ ~ ~ M:;:::,,__,_, o~n;.;.i~o~a:. 

Rent Control News 
S u m m e r 2 0 2 3 

2023 General Adjustment is 2.8% 
Maximum Increase for Adjusted MARs of $2,375 or above is $67 

Effective September 1, 2023 

The Santa Monica Rent Control Board has announced a 2.8 per-
cent general adjustment (annual rent increase) to controlled 
rents effective September 1, 2023. Following a public hearing on 
June 8th, the Board voted to limit the amount of the increase to 
$67 for units with Adjusted Maximum Allowable Rents (MARs) of 
$2,375 and above. Both the general adjustment (GA) and the 
maximum increase (ceiling) that the Board may choose to apply 
are determined by formulas in the Santa Monica rent control law. 

The law specifies the annual GA is “equal to seventy five percent 
of the percentage increase in the Consumer Price Index (CPI) ... as 
reported and published by the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, for the 12-month period ending as of March of 
the current year,” rounded to the nearest tenth decimal place. The 
law also states that the general adjustment will not be less than 
zero percent nor greater than three percent. 

The percentage increase in the CPI for the period ending in March 
2023 was 3.7 percent. Seventy five percent of 3.7 percent is 2.775 
percent, and when rounded, equals 2.8 percent. 

For your rent to be increased by the 2023 GA, the owner of the 
property (or their agent) must give you a written notice in ac-
cordance with state law at least 30 days before the increase 
takes effect (90 days for mobile home spaces). Typically, this is a 
form called a Notice of Change in Terms of Tenancy. Rent Control 
provides a blank form for owners to use that looks like the one on 
page 3.  Owners are not required to use our form, but many do. An 
explanation of the Notice is on page 2. Please call us if you have 
questions about the notice you receive or follow the links in this 
newsletter for more information. ⌂ 

For your unit to qualify for 
this  year’s General 
Adjustment, all the 

following must be true: 

✓ Your tenancy began be-
fore September 1, 2022. 

✓ The property owner has 
properly registered your 
tenancy with the Rent 
Control Agency. 

✓ You are given at least a 
30-day written notice of 
the increase before it 
goes into effect. 

✓ All registration fees and 
penalties owed to the 
Board by the owner are 
paid in full. 

✓ The property has no un-
corrected citations for 
violations of health, safe-
ty, or housing laws. 

✓ The owner is otherwise in 
compliance with the rent 
control law. 

Santa Monica Rent Control Board - 1685 Main Street, Room 202, Santa Monica, CA 90401 
Commissioners: Anastasia Foster (Chair), Ericka Lesley (Vice Chair), Kurt Gonska, Lonnie Guinn, Danny Ivanov 
Executive Director: Tracy Condon 



 

         
      

 
         

 
 

          
        

         
    

 
            

        
         

  

           
        
          

   
 

      
       

            
    

 
          

        
        

      
  

 
   

    

   

      

 

    

       

 

hP. AdjustP.~ MAR' for your uoit to 
Whieh the 2023 GA will be appl'ed: 

The MAR for your unit after 
thP. ?O?~ GA is appliP.d· 

Page 2 

Understanding the Notice of Increase 

Part A of the notice, shown on page 3, relates to the increase to the MAR per this year’s GA. The MAR on line 
1 is the starting point for this year’s calculation. Because there were two changes to the MAR since August 
31, 2022, the “old” MAR on this line may be different than the amount you are currently paying, depending on 
how the changes required by Measure RC were implemented. A little background may help you under-
stand what’s on line 1. 

If you were a tenant in 2022, you may recall that the original 2022 GA effective last September 1 was 6% 
above the MAR in effect on August 31, 2022 (with a maximum increase of $140). Measure RC, passed by 
Santa Monica voters in November 2022, reduced this increase from February to August of this year to 0.8% 
above the August 31, 2022 MAR (with a maximum increase of $19). This mid-year change was implemented 
to achieve an average 3% (or $70 maximum) increase for the year. Per Measure RC, the September GA will 
be applied to the MAR in effect on August 31, 2022 plus 3% (or $70 max). This is the Adjusted MAR. The 
amount for your unit is printed in the oval on page 4, and it may be higher than the rent you are currently 
paying. When the 2023 GA of 2.8% (maximum $67) is added to the Adjusted MAR, the new MAR effective 
September 1, 2023 will be the amount shown in the rectangle on page 4. 

In Part B, the property owner may require you to pay half of the Rent Control registration fee as a monthly 
surcharge in addition to the new MAR. The annual Rent Control fee is $228 per unit. If the owner pays the 
fees in full by August 1, half of the $19.00 monthly fee may be passed through to you as an $9.50 monthly 
surcharge on your rent. 

If a registration fee waiver has been approved for your unit because you are a very-low-income senior or 
very-low-income disabled tenant, or if your rent is subsidized by a state or federal program (such as Sec-
tion 8), the owner does not pay the registration fee, and nothing is passed through to you. Call us or visit 
santamonica.gov/rent-control-fee-waivers for a fee waiver application. 

In Part C, owners may add limited property-tax-related surcharges to your rent— but only if your tenancy 
began before March 1, 2018 and if the property has not been sold or reassessed since then. Property-tax-
related surcharges may not exceed the actual prorated amounts from the tax bill, $35 or 4% of your 
2023/2024 Maximum Allowable Rent, whichever is less. To charge the amounts in Part C, the owner must 
provide a copy of the property tax bill. 

Part D shows the new rent that you will pay no earlier than September 1, 2023. ⌂ 

MORE INFORMATION: Visit our website or contact us for these written documents. 

• Rent Control Information Sheet — a summary of your rights 
santamonica.gov/rent-control-information-by-subject 

• The Spring Newsletter: Maximum Allowable Rents & Measure RC 
santamonica.gov/rent-control-seminars-and-newsletters 

https://santamonica.gov/rent-control-seminars-and-newsletters
https://santamonica.gov/rent-control-information-by-subject
https://santamonica.gov/rent-control-fee-waivers


  

 

   

 
 

     
  

 
 

 
  

  
 

 

    
  

  

    
   

  
 

   
 

 
    

 

   

 

  

    

 

 
 

  

 
  

 

  

 
 
 

 
     

 

  

        

 
 

 
 

 
  

Page 3

NOTICE OF CHANGE IN TBRMS OF TENANCY 2023 

TO: ---------------------------------
te1K.111:4s} in~ 

_______________________ s..nt;Monic;a, ( '.A _______ _ 

UJ1it 1K.1m'ber .z ip cc,de. 

According to Santa Monica Rent Control Regu lation 3035 and Board Reso lution 23-005, you are nereby 
not ified t hat thirty days afte.- serving you with this notice (but not befoce S,,ptember 1, 2023), the 
monthly rent for the unityoo oa,upy will be increased as ir>dicated below. 

A OLD MAR- Ents the 2022-2023 Adjusted Maxiroom AJlowable Rent (MARI per Measure GA OS ____ _oo~ 

()o oot include fees and sl.HdJorges from lost year. lN.iners:- Use amount in Co/ .. 1 on MAR Re,port 

GENERAL ADJUSTMEITT (GA) 
• Not applkable if the tenancy started September 1 2022 or after. 
• If l!ine O is $2,374 or less, mlltiply amount on tine 1 by 0.028 (2.8%1. 

If l!ine O is$2,37S or more, enter $67____ _________ _ f) S ____ _ 

NEW MAR- Add Lines 1 and 2: Enter the 2023-2024 MAR (roond up 50~ and above) - ···-·- · €)$ ____ .oo= 

8 RENT CONTROi. FEE PASS-THROUGH - $9.50 (or S0.00 if f ee waiver is in effect) ...... - ···- - ···-·· 9 S ___ _ 
C 51.JROIARGES moM PROPERTY TAX81LL • 

• Do not indude if tenancy began or property was reassessed on or after 3/ 1/18 

Line Item on 2022 Tax Bill Amount 
Enter Total II or $An1W1al 

Monthly 
$Monthly 

Unitsoo Property Per Unit Per Unit 

Sa Com,...nityCollege Bond ' .;-12 

Sb Unified Schoos Bond' .;-12 

5c School District Par-eel T axl .;-12 

5d Stormwater Management User 
.;-12 

Fee' 

Se Oean Beaches & Ocean Parce l Tax' """""'•<f"""'l .;-12 
IM't.lJ w.:i.wrfsJ 

Sf Total {sa,Sb,Sc,Sd,Se) i&, 4 Re1ulation 3120 prc hibits ■n owner from passing throu&Ji :Surcharges ff 
5 g Mult iply Line • by • ten ency bepn or the property was ireassess-ed on or -eft-er 3/1/2018. 

0 :04 (4%) 

Enter only one of Sf, 5g or $35, whichever is less 0 

0 2023/2024 MAXIM UM LAWFUL RENT: Add Lin es O + 8 and 8 $ _____ _ 
The u~ htt"t!'bywrifies tb..': thi!: 2021-zo.24S;rrt.; donic.iRentControl rqjm.rtiion~ aswdl :a~ ;.,11 p.;i;rt~:and pen:altie$,,'Wf!tr pai in full 
by AL.l;'u!.1: 1., 2023,. •~ ireq.iiret:1 b,i Re;ul~n 11200.. The under.s:i~~ further artJ""fles th;rt this 1Jr.ut :a nd the ~,peny's common •~s ~ nilK ~~ 

to :.r1)' uncorrected cibtion or note of Yml.rtion of :a liP( mte cw loc-1 tiou.i~ he.lffl or-~ l.iw i=-:;izcl by;., p:,vemment: offi:j;;il o.r ;;isency~ 

By:------------~------------------
~ ;rti.reof0¥1ner/ e;,=rit. 

------------------------~ te: __________ 2023 

=~=~~m:;~Te.ar:~:~~~:c~;-:;:ac;:~~~~ 
3106,.31DBBnd.illO. 

• Tlle; ~ ,1J,fkrt.fttO'f$=,71..33 (""SM~MEAS-r'Mtal:bitt}- SeeRt.3'.il'Jtron310St 

Banl:11>/m p,o,w;et1by(t,e =--cortmlli<>W 

Page 3 

This information and the Rent Control 
Information Sheet are available on our 
website in Spanish, Farsi, and Amharic. 

• Esta información está disponible en 
nuestro sitio web en español. 

 .ستجود امو یارسف انزب ها بم ایتسر وبات دطلاعاین ا •

• ይህንን መረጃ ድሕረ-ገጻችን ላይ በአማርኛ ማግኘት ይቻላል። 

santamonica.gov/rent-control-information-by-subject 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 Q. Does this mean the MAR is 
increasing by both 3% AND 2.8% 
this year? 

 A. No. The 3% adjustment was 
the adjustment for 2022, down 
from the original 6% GA. This year, 
the increase is just 2.8% with a 
maximum of $67, but it’s applied to 
the Adjusted MAR resulting from a 
3% (maximum $70) increase 
above the 8/31/2022 MAR. 

 Q. What if the owner serves me a 
notice that increases my rent by 
more than the cap of $67? 

 A. The 2023 maximum GA in-
crease of $67 applies only to the 
Maximum Allowable Rent. The 
owner may also pass through half 
of the Rent Control monthly regis-
tration fee ($9.50) and in many 
cases, certain surcharges from the 
tax bill. Surcharges may add as 
much as $35 monthly, depending 
on the property. 

 Q. What if the owner hasn’t in-
creased my rent in previous years 
but is now taking several general 
adjustment increases from previ-
ous years at once? 

 A. In Santa Monica, owners do 
not lose the right to increase rents 
to the Maximum Allowable Rent, 
provided they otherwise qualify. 
That means an owner who de-
ferred taking general adjustment 
increases may do so with proper 
notice. If the owner deferred these 
increases, tenants benefitted dur-
ing that time because they did not 
pay the full Maximum Allowable 
Rent. If the increase is more than 
10% of what you are currently pay-
ing, there may be limitations under 
state law. ⌂ 

Or call 
(310) 458-8751 

https://santamonica.gov/rent-control-information-by-subject
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• 

The Adjusted MAR* for your unit to The MAR for your unit after 
which the 2023 GA will be applied: the 2023 GA is applied: 

2.8% or $67 GA 

See inside for 
important 

information 
about your rent 

Inside the Summer 2023 issue: 
Telephone & Public Counter Hours 

Monday - Friday* 8:00 am - 4:30 pm. The 2023 General Adjustment  is 2.8% 
Closed for lunch between 12:30-1:30 pm with a maximum $67 increase effective 

(310) 458-8751 — 1685 Main St. Room 202 
September 1, 2023. 

Website:  www.santamonica.gov/rentcontrol • Esta información está disponible en 

Email: rentcontrol@santamonica.gov nuestro sitio web en español. 

 www.facebook.com/santamonicarentcontrol.تد اسوجوم ارسین فزبا هب ما تیبساعات در وطلان ایا •

• ይህንን መረጃ ድሕረ-ገጻችን ላይ በአማርኛ ማግኘት ይቻላል።*City Hall is closed every other Friday. 

I
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This is based on the MAR in effect on 
August 31, 2022 plus 3% (max $70). It 
may be higher than the MAR you are 
currently paying due to Measure RC. 

* Amounts shown are based on Agency records as of June 13, 2023. 
If you are a new tenant, the amount shown may be for a prior tenant. 
Please contact us, so we may inform your landlord registration of your 
tenancy is required. If the message is “pending” registration is in pro-
cess. For tenants participating in the Section 8 program, your rent is the 
contract rent. For tenants in deed-restricted units, only a partial general 
adjustment may apply. 

Rent Control Board 
1685 Main Street, Room 202 
Santa Monica, CA 90401 

This will be the MAR for your unit 
starting September 1, 2023. Although 
your MAR will change on that date, 
the rent you must pay will only change 
if your landlord gives you proper  
written notice of a rent increase. 

See inside for more information! 
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www.facebook.com/santamonicarentcontrol
mailto:rentcontrol@santamonica.gov
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