
Colorado Avenue Protected Bikeway
Project Overview
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Five-Year Vision

Existing & Planned Bike Network

Existing or Planned Bike Facility

Protected Bikeways

Santa Monica Bikeway 
Network Vision

Notes: The Colorado Avenue protected 
bikeway is westbound only.

Longer-Term Vision

COLORADO AVENUE |  5TH ST TO 17TH ST

A protected bikeway on Colorado Avenue will 

connect to the existing two-way protected 

bikeway on the Esplanade, which runs 

from the Santa Monica Pier entrance to the 

Downtown Expo station. The Expo light rail 

line runs down the center of Colorado to 17th. 

Vehicle travel lane width on the south side 

prohibits a protected bike lane. However, by 

removing parking on the north side of the 

street, a westbound protected bike lane can 

be installed, serving as an extension of the 

Expo corridor bike path into downtown and 

connecting to the protected bike lanes on 

17th. The narrower south side of Colorado 

would have shared lane markings. 

Five-Year Protected 
Bikeway Corridor

Existing/Planned 
Bike Network

Corridor Location Map

ACTING ON A 5-YEAR VISION
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DESTINATIONS & 
CONNECTIONS

 ` Downtown Santa Monica Expo 
Station

 ` 17th St Expo Station and Expo 
Bike Path

 ` Memorial Park

 ` Crossroads Elementary School

EXISTING DEMAND

In the top 15 busiest bikeways 
in Santa Monica with over 3,500 
shared bike and scooter trips 
per month.2

COMFORT

The existing bike facilities on Colorado 

have a level-of-traffic stress score of 3, 

suitable only for confident bicyclists. 

The design will achieve a level of traffic 

stress score of 1, suitable for 

all ages and abilities.

SAFETY

7 collisions 
involving people 
bicycling
from 2014 through 

2018.1

PARKING

Removes existing parking on 

the north side 
of the street.

KEY DESIGN ELEMENTS

Intersection design is crucial at both 

termini—at 17th St to accommodate 

cyclists accessing the planned protected 

bikeway on 17th and the Expo bike 

path and at 5th St to transition cyclists 

smoothly from the two-way protected 

bikeway.

Bus stops will be 

accommodated into 

design.

1. Data acquired from Transportation Injury Mapping System (TIMS), Safe Transportation Research and Education Center, University of California, Berkeley. 2020.

2. Monthly average of shared bike and scooter trips on the highest activity segment of the corridor during the October 2018 - January 2020 pilot

431 2

Least 
stressful

Most 
stressful

Needs and Benefits Design Considerations



CRASH DATA
Involved With Fatal Severe Injury Visible Injury Complaint of 

Pain
Total

Bicycle 0 1 1 4 6

Pedestrian 0 1 2 0 3

Source: UC Berkeley, Transportation Injury Mapping System, 2016-2020



HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
6 Entitlements for Major Redevelopment Projects Along Corridor

• Hotel, Market Rate Units, Affordable Housing, Retail, Mixed Use
• Various stages of permitting and construction
• No new driveways being added on Colorado Ave



PARKING IMPACTS
Estimated removal of 30 Parking Spaces between 5th St and 17th St

Street From To Parking Spaces

Colorado Ave 5th 6th 0

Colorado Ave 6th 7th 0

Colorado Ave 7th Lincoln 3

Colorado Ave Lincoln 9th 6

Colorado Ave 9th 10th 2

Colorado Ave 10th 11th 3

Colorado Ave 11th 12th 6

Colorado Ave 12th Euclid 4

Colorado Ave Euclid 14th 1

Colorado Ave 14th 15th 3

Colorado Ave 15th 16th 0

Colorado Ave 16th 17th 2

TOTAL 30



DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA STATION



COLORADO  AVE + 7TH STREET



COLORADO  AVE + LINCOLN BLVD



COLORADO  AVE + LINCOLN BLVD



COLORADO  AVE + EUCLID ST
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COLORADO AVENUE 

Existing Cross-Section

5TH TO 7TH 

Proposed Cross-Section

5TH TO 7TH 

60’

Shared Travel /Bike Lane

Travel Lane

Light Rail

Bike Lane

Sidewalk

Sidewalk

Colorado

5th to 7th | Existing Condition

28’11’3’6’ 12’

60’

Shared Travel /Bike Lane

Travel Lane

Light Rail

Bu�er
Bike Lane

Sidewalk

Sidewalk

Colorado

5th to 7th | Typical Proposed
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COLORADO AVENUE 

Existing Cross-Section

7TH TO 17TH

Proposed Cross-Section

7TH TO 17TH

60’

Shared Travel /Bike Lane

Shared Travel 

/Bike Lane

Light Rail

Parking Lane

Sidewalk

Sidewalk

Colorado

7th to 17th | Existing Condition

28’11’3’6’ 12’

60’

Shared Travel /Bike Lane

Travel Lane

Light Rail

Bu�er
Bike Lane

Sidewalk

Sidewalk

Colorado

7th to 17th | Typical Proposed



Raised Curb 
Concrete Median

28’6’ 2’ 12’

60’

Shared Travel /Bike Lane

Travel Lane

Light Rail

Bike Lane

Sidewalk

Sidewalk

Raised Curb Barrier

12’

28’6’ 3’ 12’

60’

Shared Travel /Bike Lane

Travel Lane

Light Rail

Bike Lane

Sidewalk

Sidewalk

Raised Curb Barrier

11’

Paint and Post
Bollards

Cross Section Alternatives for Bikeway Protection
C O L O R A D O  AV E N U E 



SIMILAR PROJECTS

23rd St Protected Bikeway

Broadway at 4th Ct



TIMELINE

DESIGN

OUTREACH

CONSTRUCTION

EVALUATION

OCT 2022 - SEPT 2023

FEB 2023 - JUN 2023

SEPT 2023 - JUNE 2024

JULY 2024 - DEC 2024



QUESTIONS

Jack Moreau
Project Manager

Jack.Moreau@santamonica.gov


