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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

1. Why is the Santa Monica Pier sign being removed?

The iconic blue sign, which has been a Santa Monica beacon since 1941, will be temporarily
removed so it can be carefully restored and preserved while the Pier Bridge undergoes
construction. This refurbishment will extend the sign'’s lifespan while maintaining its historic
character.

2. Where can visitors take photos while the sign is offsite?

Taking a photo in front of the Pier sign is a must-do Santa Monica tradition. To ensure
visitors can continue this experience during construction, the city hasinstalled a
temporary, half-scale replica of the sign, providing a dedicated photo opportunity while
the original is being refurbished. Be sure to get your photo by heading down the bridge, just
before Pier Burger, and find the replica sign to your left. It's conveniently located with a
beautiful backdrop of the iconic Pacific Park roller coaster and beautiful Santa Monica
shoreline. It even lights up at night!

3. Is the sign going to come back?

Yes. The signis not being removed permanently or replaced. It is being refurbished and its
historic character willremain intact. It will be returned - looking better than ever - to its
rightful place at the top of the bridge when construction is complete, expectedin late
2027.

4. How will crewsremove the Pier Sign?

Crews will carefully dismantle the sign in sections using a crane and temporary support
structures. First, the electrical power will be disconnected, and the neon tubes will be
removed and safely crated. The Crown Sign will then be unbolted and lifted by crane,
while the historic sign cage is temporarily supported.

Next, crews willremove the arched support truss and columns, lowering the components
into protective steel shipping frames. The sign, truss, and Crown Sign will then be secured,
braced, and protected with wrapping before being loaded onto separate flatbed trailers

for transport to Las Vegas.

5. Whoisrefurbishing the sign?

The sign refurbishment will be led by YESCO, a leader in the sign industry since 1920.
YESCO is nationally recognized for its award-winning neon displays and extensive
experience restoring and illuminating historic signs, including the 105-year-old Sweet
Candy Company sign and the iconic Welcome to Fabulous Las Vegas sign, a ceremonial
gateway for visitors.
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6. How will the sign be improved?

YESCO's refurbishment of the sign will include restoration of neon tubing, rust removal,
repainting and structural repairs. Additional details will continue to be shared with the
community as work progresses. The historic sign will be stored at a safe and secure
YESCO facility while the Pier Bridge construction is underway. Once the projectis
complete, the sign will be carefully reinstalled and elevated to improve visibility and provide
increased clearance for vehicles.

7. Why is the Santa Monica Pier sign historically important?

Designed by the Pan Pacific Neon Sign Company and unveiled to the public on June 17,
1941, the iconic signis an internationally recognized historical landmark. It is listed as a
California Register of Historical Resources and is noted for its classic example of signage
from the neon era. And, of course, it is a popular photo backdrop for visitors and
locals alike.

8. How does this work relate to the Santa Monica Pier Bridge Project?

Originally constructed in 1939, the 86-year-old Pier Bridge no longer meets modern
structural or seismic standards. To improve long-term safety, access, and mobility, the
City of Santa Monicais moving forward with a federally funded bridge replacement
project. The new bridge will be seismically sound and include enhanced features, such as
a15-foot-wide sidewalk, to improve the experience for pedestrians and bicyclists. It is set
toreopen justin time for the 2028 Summer Olympic Games in Los Angeles. For more
information about the project, visit www.santamonica.gov/pierbridge.
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